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Trinity – A Brief Introduction 

History of 
assessing Music, 
English, Drama – 

since 1877 

Over 850,000 
exams a year 

in over 60 
countries  

Contemporary 
exams - 

communicative 
competence 

Real-world 
communication 

– authentic 
tasks 

Positive impact 
– washback in 
the classroom 

Always a 
visiting 

examiner  

Feedback to 
students and 

centres 

Focus on 
transferable 

skills and study 
strategies 

Aligned to 
CEFR – accurate 

calibration, 
high currency 



Trinity UK ESOL Awards and Qualifications 

Step 
1 

Step 
2 

Entry 
1 

Entry 
2 

Entry 
3 

Level 
1 

Level 
2 

ESOL Step Awards ESOL Skills for Life Certificates 

Speaking and listening Reading, Writing, Speaking and listening 



Pre-entry level award - 
Based on Adult ESOL 

Core Curriculum 

Only Speaking and 
Listening (No Reading 

or Writing) 

Developing basic 
literacy skills with 

Reading and Writing to                          
support ESOL Skills for 

Life progression 

Particularly suited to 
learners with no or 

limited L1 literacy who 
need more time to 
build basic English 

skills 

Eligible for funding 
Preparation and self-

access resources 
forthcoming 

ESOL Steps 1 & 2 



ESOL Steps 1 & 2 - Example 

Trinity Website: ESOL Steps Videos 

https://www.trinitycollege.com/qualifications/english-language/ESOL-Step-1-and-Step-2


How the exams are assessed 



Rationales for online video exams 



Examiner materials/gestures 
 
Examiner shows some coloured pens 
 
 
Examiner points to the pens 
 
 
Examiner point to an incorrect pen 
 
 
Examiner points to another pen 
 
 
Examiner points to the other pens 
 

Examiner questions 
 
Look. 
What are these? 
 
How many pens are there? 
Point to the green pen. 
 
Is this the blue pen? What is it? 
Give me the blue pen. 
 
Is this your pen? 
 
Touch the big pen. 
Give me the small pen. 
Show me the red pen. 
What colour are these pens? 

ESOL Step 1: Colour and Size Literacy 



Trinity Skills for Life Exams: Entry 1-3, Level 1 & 2 

• Based on National Standards for Adult Literacy and Adult ESOL 
Core Curriculum 

 

• Moved from QCF to RQF (Regulated Qualifications Framework) in 
December 2017 

 

• New framework = simplified mark scheme / removal of ‘in work’ 
element 

 

• Resources on website 

https://www.trinitycollege.com/


Speaking and Listening overview (all levels) 

Component 1 – one-to-one 

 Task 1: Candidate’s prepared topic  

 

 Task 2: Examiner’s prepared topic 

  

 Task 3: [From Entry 2]: Role Play 

 

Component 2 – group discussion 

 3 (or 2) candidates participate in a discussion about a topic given by the 
 examiner 



Example - Entry 1: format and tasks 

Component 1: 5 minutes (one-to-one) 

Task 1 (3 minutes) 

• Candidate’s photo 

• Present tense 

 

Task 2 (2 minutes) 

• Examiner’s photo – someone doing something 

• Ask questions 

• Make appropriate comments 

 

Component 2: up to 5 minutes (group discussion) 

• 3 (or 2) candidates 

• Make relevant contributions 

• Express simple views clearly 

• Prepare from topic list: Free time; Food and drink; healthy living; shopping; transport;  

   your English class 



Trinity Entry 1 - Example 

Trinity Website: Entry Level 1 Videos 

https://www.trinitycollege.com/qualifications/english-language/ESOL-skills-for-life/ESOL-Skills-for-life-Entry-level-1-resources


How the exams are assessed – S&L 

Assessment Criteria 

• Based on the Core Curriculum 

• Appendix 3 in Specifications 

• Amplifications within Specifications 

• Four Learning Outcomes (agreed in conjunction with other boards): 

1. Obtain information from verbal communication 

2. Speak English to Communicate 

3. Convey information 

4. Engage in Discussion with others 

 

Generic Performance Descriptors 

• Rated on a scale of 4 – 0 

• Key aspect is level of ‘Examiner Support’ 

• Full GPDs provided within Specifications 



General preparation ideas 

• Consider what makes a good ‘Task 1’ topic or photo 

• Brainstorm set phrases using Key Language Items (Appendix 1) 

• Imagine being an examiner – especially to prepare for Task 2 

• Remember the exam is a conversation, not an interview 

• Role Play each task: 

• Examiner 

• Candidate 

• Observer 

• Video themselves – assess active listening skills 

• Pause videos to discuss what candidate could have said differently at each stage – how might they have 

responded? 

• Do the same with the online videos 

 

 



Example - Entry 3: format and tasks 

Component 1: 8 minutes (one-to-one) 
 

Task 1 (3 minutes) 

• Candidate’s photo 

• Specific Past experience 

 

Task 2 (2 minutes) 

• Examiner’s choice – two jobs, courses of study, 
places to live 

• Ask questions to find out more 

• Make appropriate comments and offer advice 

 

Task 3 (3 minutes) 

• Role Play 

• Issue needs resolving 

• Evaluate options and find a solution together 

Component 2: up to 8 minutes (group 
discussion) 

 

• 3 (or 2) candidates plan an event together 

• Contribute constructively to discussion 

• Express views constructively 

• Plan action with others 



Example - Level 1: format and tasks 

Component 1: 10 minutes (one-to-one) 
 

Task 1 (4 minutes) 

• Candidate’s procedure 

• Describe how to do something 

 

Task 2 (3 minutes) 

• Examiner’s past event 

• Ask questions to find out more 

• Make appropriate comments 

 

Task 3 (3 minutes) 

• Role Play 

• Needs help with a project 

• Find out more and work together to agree what    
to do and when 

Component 2: up to 10 minutes (group 
discussion) 

 

• 3 (or 2) candidates discuss a problem or situation 

• Evaluate options 

• Express views 

• Come to an agreement about best way forward 



Assessment form  
Examination Report for 
Speaking and Listening  
Example: Entry 3 



Trinity ESOL – Speaking and listening  

Tasks reflecting 
real-world 

communication 
scenarios 

Designed to have 
a positive impact 
on teaching and 

learning 

Assessment 
conducted by 

expert examiner – 
highly 

standardised 

Language 
requirements 

aligned to ESOL 
core curriculum 

Based on 
communicative 

competence – not 
scripted / 

grammar based 

Wide range of 
teacher support 



Trinity Skills for Life Reading 

• Available from Entry 1 – Level 2 

 

• Trinity produces the exams for all levels  

 

• Must cover all of the Core Curriculum - very detailed 
specifications outline what descriptor each question is 
testing 

 

• Rigid format stays the same each session to ensure all 
descriptors consistently covered to the same extent each 
month 

 

• Multiple choice – all answers are a letter of the alphabet 

 

• Separate answer sheet MUST be completed – answers on 
the actual paper not assessed 

 



Trinity Skills for Life Writing: Assessment 

Assessment Criteria 

• Based on Core Curriculum 

• Amplifications within Specifications 

• Three Learning Outcomes (agreed in conjunction 
with other boards):  

o Plan Text (not E1 or E2) 

o Produce Text 

o Complete a Form 

 

Generic Performance Descriptors 

• Rated on a scale of 4 - 0 

• Key aspects are range and consistency 

• Full GPDs provided within Specifications 

 

 

 

 



Unit Overview (Entry 3 Specifications, p20) 



Assessment Criteria by task (E3 Specifications, p21) 



Generic Performance Descriptors (all levels) 



Amplification (E3 Specifications, p22) 



Trinity ESOL – Reading and Writing 

Tasks reflecting 
real-world 

communication 
scenarios 

Designed to have 
a positive impact 
on teaching and 

learning 

Assessment by 
professional 

markers 

Language 
requirements 

aligned to national 
core curriculum 

Based on 
communicative 

competence – not 
scripted / 

grammar based 

Wide range of 
teacher support 



Trinity ‘UK ESOL’ Awards 

Step 
1 

Step 
2 

Entry 
1 

Entry 
2 

Entry 
3 

Level 
1 

Level 
2 

ESOL Step Awards ESOL Skills for Life Certificates 

Speaking and listening Reading, Writing, Speaking and listening 



Why Trinity ESOL examinations? 

External assessment by professional examiners 

Exams that mark learner progress in achievable steps 

Relevant and authentic content that reflects real life 

Personalised, interactive speaking and listening exams  

Dedicated, named contact and knowledgeable support team 

Free familiarisation training and online teaching resources  

Cost-effective and time-efficient assessment  

Results and certificates from four weeks 



Summary 

• Brief Introduction to Trinity 

• Trinity ESOL Step 1 and 2 

• Trinity Skills for Life: Entry 1 – 3 and Level 1 -2   

• ESOL Speaking and listening 

• ESOL Reading and writing 

• Why Trinity? 

• Questions 

 


