ESOL Skills for Life
Level 2 — marked learner work

COLLEGE LONDON

Marked learner work
Below is an example of a candidate response to the ESOL Skills for Life Level 2 writing test followed by the
marks and rationales from the marker.

All names and personal data have been changed or removed.
Candidate 1

Level 2 — Writing

Planning section

For this exam you must show you know how to plan your writing. Use this section to plan your
answer to one or two of the tasks in this exam paper. Remember, you must plan at least one
answer in this box.

Use this box to plan your answers.
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Level 2 — Writing

Task 1

Your local authority has some money to improve roads in the area you live. They have asked you
to complete a survey so they can decide how to spend the money. Complete the form using the
notes below.

Write about 200 words in total for the form.
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g"‘ MY AREA PROBLEMS IDEAS
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2:::: School opposite my house Congestion and safety Flia éa:'e::::'igts oniv?
<™ Huge flow of traffic o ) Buses - encourage public
g: around 8.45am Pollution (air and noise) [ transport use? Bus lanes?
<= 500 students, . )
= 90% are driven Residents can't park Traffic lights? Crossings?
<= .
= Park in local streets
SURVEY
NSmE STANLEY Pawce
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Address 3 L( Sl
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How long have you lived at the above address? 5 ‘/EAQ:’)
i
Contact email CTAN LEY. 6HMMLELOAA,

What are the main traffic problems in your road?
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Level 2 - Writing
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What should be done to resolve the situation?
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Level 2 — Writing

Task 2

Write an article for your college magazine about a sport or hobby that you have tried.

Write about 250 words.
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Level 2 - Writing
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Level 2 — Writing

Task 3

You enjoy meeting your friends at a local café. But in recent weeks, the quality of the food and
the cleanliness have deteriorated. Write a letter to the manager outlining your concerns and

requesting some changes.

Write about 200 words.
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Level 2 — Writing
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Level 2 — Writing

Task 4

Your teacher is going to give your class some news. Write an email to your friend speculating about
what it could be, and persuading him/her to phone you after class.

Write about 100 words.

To: friend@email.com

Subject: Teacher news
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Candidate 1 marks and rationale

Assessment criteria

Whole paper — plan text

Rationale

Plan text for a specific

1 purpose

No evidence of planning - just a few words have been noted down
hinting to task 1and task 2.

1—-form

Produce content which
meets the purpose
effectively

Mostly effective and relevant content which meets the purpose
and addresses the audience quite clearly

Good level of detail for this form

Use language effectively

The style of language and lexis used is mostly effective at making
a polite but firm point - reqgister is fairly consistent

Effective arguments have been constructed

Use grammar correctly

Limited range of high level grammatical structures have been used
Quite a few basic errors give a poor impression

Use punctuation correctly

Level of punctuation is very basic
Clarity could be improved with a better level of punctuation

No evidence of attempt to use a wide range of punctuation
markers

Spell words accurately

Good ability to re-write notes using own vocabulary
Fairly flexible use of lexis demonstrated
Spelling is fairly consistent

Complete a form with
complex features correctly

Candidate has adapted the notes for the purpose of the form with
a high level of appropriacy

All communicative aims are fully achieved
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Assessment criteria

Task 2 — review or article

ESOL Skills for Life
Level 2 — marked learner work

Rationale

Produce content which
2.1 | meets the purpose
effectively

Very effective, highly relevant content which meets the purpose
Addresses the audience appropriately - convincing for the reader
Good level of detail

Use language effectively

Appropriate register used consistently throughout
Style appropriate for the audience and genre
Good use of language for specific effect

Structure text coherently for
purpose

Acceptable structure for the task
Paragraphing is inconsistent and affect the ease of reading
Format acceptable for the task

Use grammar correctly

Acceptable range - some good examples of complex structures of
the level

Several basic errors

Use punctuation correctly

Enough evidence to demonstrate a minimal level of punctuation for
this level

One or two examples of the amplification evident but wider range
would have made it easier to read

Spell words accurately

10

Fairly good range of lexis for this task
Appropriate range of collocations used but not wide enough

Spelling is consistent with some persistent errors, but these do not
impede
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Assessment criteria Rationale

Task 3 — formal letter or email

) Mostly effective and relevant content which meets the purpose
Produce content which and addresses the audience quite clearly
meets the purpose Good level of detail

effectively
Fairly positive impact on the reader

Acceptable register used but not sufficiently formal
Use language effectively Style appropriate for the audience and genre
Some fairly good use of language for effect

Structure text coherently for Basic paragraphing and lexical markers are present
purpose The text may require careful re-reading to understand

Range of grammatical structures only acceptable - one or two
Use grammar correctly examples of complex structures of the level

Several basic errors, mostly non-impeding

No evidence of ability to use punctuation of the level
Use punctuation correctly Very basic punctuation used
Better punctuation would have made it easier to read

Fairly good range of lexis for this task
Spell words accurately Some lexical errors may cause difficulty to the reader
Spelling is fairly consistent with some minor errors

4 - informal email or message

Produce content which
meets the purpose
effectively

The content does not fully address the task
Some lack of expansion and some irrelevance

Acceptable register in parts used but very inconsistent

Use language effectively No evidence of the ability to use language effectively
demonstrated

Candidate 1 achieves a total score of 50 out of 84 and fails the Writing exam.
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