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Context
● The Laboratory School is a branch of the 

Federal University of Rio de Janeiro (UFRJ). 

● Located in an expensive neighborhood in Rio 

de Janeiro, Brazil, but diverse and democratic.

● Affirmative action: quotas for Black, 

Indigenous, disabled and low-income students.

● Diversity and inclusion are core values of the 

institution.



Paving the Way for Online Lessons

March 2020

April 2020

June 2020

September 2020

September 2020

Covid-19 
Outbreak in 
Brazil

Non-mandatory 
Asynchronous 
Activities

Online meetings 
with students and 
contact via 
telephone.

Grants for students’ 
equipment and 
internet purchase, as 
well as social aids.

Lessons are 
resumed 
remotely.



Brazilian population

Race or Colour of Residents (%)

White Black “Pardos” “Yellow” Indigenous

Data retrieved from the 2019 Census of The Brazilian Institute of Geography and Statistics- IBGE

Available at: 
https://educa.ibge.gov.br/jovens/conheca-o-brasil/populacao/18319-cor-ou-raca.html#:~:text=De%20

acordo%20com%20dados%20da,1%25%20como%20amarelos%20ou%20ind%C3%ADgenas



Race and Education

Data retrieved from “Social Inequalities per Colour or 
Race in Brazil” by The Brazilian Institute of Geography and 

Statistics- IBGE. 

Available at: 
https://biblioteca.ibge.gov.br/index.php/biblioteca-catalogo?view=detalhes&id=2101681

Data retrieved from the 2020 School Census of The 
National Institute for Educational Studies and Research, 

linked to the Ministry of Education.

Available at: 
https://www.gov.br/inep/pt-br/areas-de-atuacao/pesquisas-estatisticas-e-indicadores/ce

nso-escolar/resultados



What Is Race? What Does It Do?

What does race have 
to do with ELT?

Creates 
dichotomies, 
such as raced 
and unraced 
(Woodward, 

2000) 

Not biological, but a 
sociological construct 

(Du Bois, 1915; 
Woodward, 2000).

Benefits some; 
marks out others

(Woodward, 2000).

Outcome of 
structured and 

institutional practices
(Almeida, 2019).



Race and Challenges for ELT in Brazil
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Language and literature 
are not neutral nor 

axiomatic. 

They are concepts under 
dispute.

(VOLÓCHINOV [1929]2017)



to say race is socially constructed is not 

to imply it is a delusion; false as they may 

be, ideas about race have nevertheless 

had very real effects on people’s lives.

Ania Loomba (2002, p.76)

“
”



What does decolonizing ELT mean?

   Grammar of Decoloniality 

which invites educators who are not considered native speakers to design 

their own social historically oriented materials and train new teachers 

focusing on local agencies. (Kumaravadivelu, 2016 apud Mignolo, 2010).

Critical Race Literacy
designs pedagogical initiatives thoughtfully constructed to unveil 

racism and promote awareness on how discourses (written, verbal or 

visual) have forged and sustained social injustice (Ferreira, 2014).

Digital Literacy
the ability to understand and use information in multiple 

formats and submit it to critical evaluation (Gilster, 1997).



Decolonizing Reading Experiences:
Which obstacles lie ahead?

Prejudiced take on Literature03
Such approaches to the teaching of reading naturalize 

Literature as a European construct.

Faith in universality01     Western as a byword for universal (Little Jr., 2021).

A dangerous single story02

 

 Underscoring only one facet of Literature, usually the 

one centered in the North (Chimamanda, 2009).

 

Should we cancel the literary canon?



If decolonial ELT does not cancel the canon, what does it do?
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Decenter European epistemologies

Promote critical engagement with settled knowledge

Africanize scholarly experience

(Jansen, 2017)



Age bracket and levels: 

11 to 12 year-old students 
of 6th and 7th grades.

.
 Screen time limited to 3 

hours a day (Brazilian 
Society of Pediatricians, 

2016)

Project 
A Tale Never 
Loses in the 

Telling

Co-teaching: 

“the distribution of 
responsibility among 
people for planning, 

instruction, and 
evaluation”. 

(Cushman, 2013)

Transdisciplinarity: 

English, Portuguese, French, Music, 
Drama, Visual Arts and History.



(Bakhtin, 2003 [1979] 
apud Tilio, 2017)

Myths, poems, songs, tales, 

historical documents of 

different parts of the world.



Some Texts



Write Back
(Edward-Mangione,

2014)

Contest

Criticize

Satirize

Reconfigure



Designing our materials

Language 03

Multimodal and multicultural, interpreted through 

“multiliteracies” (Cope; Kalantzis; 2000, Kalantzis; Cope, 2012, 

The New London Group, 1996).

Teaching02

 

 “Education of citizens capable of acting socially” (TILIO, 

2017; p. 73)

 

Criticality04
Pedagogical initiatives based on “problematizing practices” of 

“engagement with difference” (PENNYCOOK, 2004; p. 798).

Learning01

 

 “The ability to act in the world” (TILIO, 2017; p. 73)

 

“Critical Sociointeractional Literacy” (TILIO, 2017)



Contextualizing The Tempest

Analysis of different discourse genres and adaptations of The Tempest.



Contextualizing The Tempest

Introduction to the “literature of wonder” and socio-historical context of the play.



Comparing Yennega and Mulan



Getting to know Lupita Nyong'o



Getting to know Lupita Nyong'o



Comparing Sulwe and Lady, Lady

“Lady, Lady, I saw your face, 
Dark as night withholding a star . . .
The chisel fell, or it might have been
You had borne so long the yoke of men.” 

(Anne Spencer - 1882-1975)

#blackgirlmagic: “created by CaShawn Thompson to celebrate 

the beauty, power and resilience of black women.” 

(Julee Wilson, 2016)
Available at: 

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/what-is-black-girl-magic-video_n_5694dad4e4b086bc1cd

517f4



Comparing Desdemona and Yennega

● What challenges do they face?
● What is the role of their fathers in each 

story? 
● Which character is more similar to the 

princesses of traditional fairy tales?
● How similar are the endings?



Getting to know Nairobi Heat and Mũkoma wa Ngũgĩ 



Expected Outcomes

Promote change

playing our role in the 

construction of a egalitarian 

society.

Acknowledge Engage critically

with discourses on race in 

the literary worlds we 

explore and in the social 

world we inhabit.

that Western societies (as 

well as their literary and 

artistic works) are rooted in a 

long tradition of racialized 

violence, inequality and 

epistemicide.



Food For Thought

● How could you adapt and create materials in order to foster critical literacy on 

decolonization?

● To what extent do you think didactic books in your country promote diversity 

and critical literacy?

● How can you educate yourself on those themes and widen your own knowledge?

● Is it possible to work with educators who teach other subjects in your context?



Thank you! 

erikacoachman@hotmail.com

izabelle@letras.ufrj.br

@izabellefernandes.elt




