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Change is the only constant in life.

Heraclitus
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Chris’s team’s Lesson plan

Overall aim: By the end of the lesson, students will be able to recognize and understand the meaning of five English idioms.

- The emojis are presented on the board, and
the teacher asks students to match the
emojis with the meaning.

Activity Material and Time | Interaction Objectives
aids needed | patterns
. Warm-up: 2 mins | Whole To introduce the topic of the
a. Deduction of the term: idiom (from an class lesson and discuss the meaning
example idiom) teaching of the word: idiom.
b. Stating the AIM
c. Guided discussion about the meaning of
idioms
. Searching for idioms in context (a text) Worksheets | 6 mins | Individual | To recognize idioms in the text.
- Each student gets a worksheet with a text. Interactive work and
Students search for idioms in the text and board whole
underline them. class
- Feedback given to the whole class. The teaching
teacher asks students what idioms they
found and underlines them on the board.
. Matching idioms with their definitions. Worksheets 7 mins Individual To match idioms with their
- Students match the found idioms with their Interactive work, pair | definitions.
definitions in the worksheet. board work, and
- When they are finished, they check in pairs. whole
- Feedback given to the whole class as in the class
previous activity. teaching
. Bonus activity Presentation |5 mins | Whole To recognize the idioms that
- Students match emojis expressing the Interactive class were learned before.
learned idioms with the idioms. board teaching




Chris’s team’s Handout

1) Find and underline five idioms in the text (excluding the example)

Tom was a salesman with very bad luck. He desperately tried to sell his products but
kept failing every time. He felt like he was beating a dead horse. He didn’t know what
to do.

There were moments when Tom’s boss would praise him for his efforts, something
that only happens once in a blue moon. Unfortunately for Tom, this didn’t happen as
often as he would like. What’s more, there was a chance he would get fired because
he didn’t sell enough products. For this reason, he had to do something which would
help him sell his products. He wondered if there was anything he could do, that would
allow him to have an ace in the hole.

One day, he came up with an idea. Instead of targeting his usual customers, he
decided it would be best to attract new customers. Still, it wasn’t going to be like
shooting a fish in a barrel, he had to make some effort to make it work. To that end,
he needed to somehow convince new customers that his products were the best on
the market. Unfortunately, whenever Tom found himself in an unfamiliar situation, he
didn’t know what to do. He felt like a deer caught in the headlights. Fortunately, he
overcame that obstacle and managed to sell his products to new customers. After his
success, he would blow his own trumpet around his friends.

2) Match the definition with the idioms from the text

The definition The idiom

1) Not very often

2) Ridiculously easy.

3) To tell everyone proudly about your
achievements.

4) To waste effort on something when

there is no chance of succeeding. beating a dead horse

5) Secret knowledge or skill that will give
you an advantage.

6) To be so frightened or surprised that
you cannot move or think.




Using Al to generate a text for the reading/vocabulary
lesson

Chris & the team (CT): Can you please write a coherent short story (half of an A4
page maximum) that includes these idioms: Beat a dead horse, Once in a blue moon,
Blow your own trumpet, shooting a fish in a barrel, an ace in the hole, be like a deer
caught in the headlights

ChatGPT (GPT): Tom was a salesman, but he wasn't very good at it. Every day he
tried to sell the same product, but he never got any takers. He felt like he was beating
a dead horse, but he didn't know what else to do.

Once in a blue moon, Tom's boss would praise him for his efforts, but it never lasted
long. He knew he needed to do something to stand out from the other salesmen, but
he didn't know what.

One day, Tom decided to blow his own trumpet and try a different approach. Instead
of targeting his usual customers, he decided to go after a new market. He knew it
was shooting a fish in a barrel, but he had to start somewhere.

To his surprise, it worked. Tom had an ace in the hole. He had found a group of
customers who were interested in his product and willing to buy. He couldn't believe
his luck.

However, when it came time to close the deal, Tom froze. He was like a deer caught
in the headlights. He didn't know what to say or how to seal the deal. In the end, he
lost the sale.

Tom realized that he needed to work on his sales pitch and build up his confidence.
But he was grateful for the small victory he had achieved. It was a glimmer of hope
that he could succeed in the sales world after all.

CT: make sure the use of the idioms is correct

GPT: Absolutely! | ensured that the idioms were used correctly in the story. Let me
break it down for you:

"Beating a dead horse" means to continue to work on a task or project that is already
finished or has no chance of success. In the story, Tom is repeatedly trying to sell his
product to the same customers, even though he's not getting any results. This is an
example of "beating a dead horse."

"Once in a blue moon" means something that happens very rarely. In the story,
Tom's boss praises him "once in a blue moon," indicating that it's a rare occurrence.
"Blow your own trumpet" means to boast about your own achievements or abilities. In
the story, Tom decides to try a different approach and target a new market, which is
an example of him "blowing his own trumpet.”

"Shooting fish in a barrel" means something that is very easy to accomplish. In the
story, Tom targets a new market and has success, which is described as "shooting
fish in a barrel."

"An ace in the hole" means having a secret advantage or resource that can be used if
needed. In the story, Tom discovers a new market that is interested in his product,
which is his "ace in the hole."

"Like a deer caught in the headlights" means to be frozen or unable to react to a
situation. In the story, Tom freezes when it's time to close the deal with his new
customers, which is an example of being "like a deer caught in the headlights."



Note from Chris:

Something like this is not possible with the Al when it comes to idioms as it did make
numerous mistakes when it came to using them in the right context. Plus, it included
extra idioms, but that could possibly be improved by asking the Al to rewrite the story
without them. Most important thing was that it created a story that we could work with
further. It is difficult for me to create a story on my own. This way the Al creates a
believable story in a few minutes and frees up our time to further refine it.

Another example of Al use (also supplied by Chris)

CT: Make very short unique sentences with the following words: sun, sung, wins,
ban, bang, wings, sins, sings, ran, fan, fang, rang, kin, king, thin, ton, tongue, thing

GPT:

The sun shone brightly today.

She sung her heart out on stage.
He always wins at card games.
The ban on plastic bags helped the
environment.

The loud bang startled the crowd.
The wings on the airplane helped it fly.
Confess your sins to find peace.
She sings like an angel.

He ran as fast as he could.

The fan cooled the room down.

CT: make the sentences shorter
GPT:

Sun shines.

She sung well.

He wins often.

Ban plastic.

Loud bang!

Wings fly.

Confess sins.

She sings beautifully.
He ran fast.

The fang on the snake was venomous.
The phone rang loudly in the night.

We are all kin, in some way or another.
The king ruled the land with an iron fist.
She was as thin as a rail.

The ton of bricks fell with a loud crash.
The tongue is a very important part of
the body.

The thing he wanted most in the world
was happiness.

Fan cools.

Fang venomous.
Phone rang.

We're kin.

King rules.

She's thin.

Bricks fell.

Tongue important.
Happiness wanted.



Dr. Doe’s use of Al

Dr. Doe is a colleague of mine who is really into technology so when ChatGPT
became freely available, Dr. Doe was one of the first advocates of including it in our
lesson at the Department. Rather than pretending chatbots don’t exist and hoping our
students wouldn’t notice, Dr. Doe prepared an activity for the first-year students,
which not only acknowledged the existence of such technology but also sent the
message of ‘| know the technology exists, | work with it, | am aware of what it can do,
and if try to use it to cheat your way to good grades, | will not be fooled.’

What did my colleague do, then. The task was actually very simple. Early in the
course, students were asked to think of a topic for an essay. Anything that interests
them, anything they think might interest others, a current topic they want to write
about. Once they chose their topic, they were asked to feed the topic to ChatGPT
and have an essay generated. Next, they were given time to work with the chatbot-
generated essay and amend it in any way they felt suitable — as they were
progressing with their studies, the students were becoming more and more proficient
in their essay writing so could make changes to the essay. Next, the students were
asked to write their own essay, in the class, on the same topic. The idea was that, by
that time, students would have thought about and researched the topic for a while
and were, therefore, ready to write their own piece. The final step, a stroke of genius
in my opinion, was to submit all three essays: the chatbot-generated, the amended,
and the student’s own, with a comment on which one they like the best in terms of
accuracy of language, essay demands, etc.

Dr. Doe only completed one round of the process so there are very few conclusions
to be drawn but one thing | feel sure to say is that students accepted the use of
chatbots but not unconditionally, as most of them identified the hybrid version, ie
chatbot-generated but human-amended, to be their favourite.
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